University of Dayton\u27s \u27Leadership with Virtue\u27 Artist will Exhibit Work in Columbus by University of Dayton
University of Dayton
eCommons
News Releases Marketing and Communications
11-16-2001
University of Dayton's 'Leadership with Virtue'
Artist will Exhibit Work in Columbus
University of Dayton
Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.
Recommended Citation
University of Dayton, "University of Dayton's 'Leadership with Virtue' Artist will Exhibit Work in Columbus" (2001). News Releases.
10180.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/10180
~lf 11 {!) 
~J UNIVERSITY o 
DAYTON 
1850 .. 2000 
NEWS RELEASE 
Nov. 16, 2001 
Contact: Pamela Gregg 
gregg@udayton.edu 
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON'S 'LEADERSHIP WITH VIRTUE' ARTIST 
WILL EXHIBIT WORK IN COLUMBUS 
DAYTON, Ohio - The work of Dayton artist Willis "Bing" Davis, who recently sent 
one of his most significant pieces to Columbus in the hands of former astronaut and Ohio 
Senator John Glenn, will be much more accessible to the Columbus public and other visitors via 
two exhibits opening Nov. 29. 
An exhibit of Davis two-dimensional artwork will be on display Nov. 29 through March 
2, 2002, at the Martin Luther King Arts Complex at 867 Mt. Vernon Ave. in Columbus. An 
exhibit of three-dimensional art will run simultaneously through Feb. 3 at the Ohio Craft 
Museum at 1665 W. Fifth St., also in Columbus. For hours and information, call the King Arts 
Complex at (614) 645-5464 and the Ohio Designer Craftsmen office, which operates the Ohio 
Craft Museum, at (614) 486-4402. 
Davis was selected by the University of Dayton to design the University's "Leadership 
with Virtue" awards, given to Elizabeth Dole in 2000 and to Glenn Sept. 20. The award 
program was created to recognize strong leaders who exemplify integrity, vision, service, 
inclusion and emotional balance, and Davis - a man whose life and work themselves have 
embodied these characteristics - was a natural choice to create the award, say those who 
coordinate the program. 
To design them, Davis drew from his Ancestral Spirit Dance series. The prints feature 
swirling and geometric patterns inspired by the lively dancing traditional to African egunguns, 
festive ceremonies designed to invoke ancestral spirits. The Ancestral Spirit designs were also 
created to reflect heritage, integrity, honor, service, commitment and inclusion, so were a perfect 
fit for the Leadership with Virtue award, Davis said. 
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"These designs are a part of the most meaningful series in my development," said Davis, 
who traveled to Africa in 1974 and watched the ancestral spirit dances firsthand. "They are a 
way of reconnecting with my ancestors, recognizing my heritage and leaving a legacy for those 
who follow, very much like the Leadership with Virtue award. Both are about giving praise and 
honor to those on whose shoulders we stand and recognizing the achievements of those who 
helped make our achievements possible." 
Born in Greer, S.C., Davis's family brought him to Dayton when he was two weeks old, 
and he still refers to the city as his home town. He served as a visiting artist in the University of 
Dayton's School of Education during the 1999-2000 academic year and was awarded an 
honorary degree from the University in 1994 for his extraordinary career as a teacher and artist. 
A full-time educator since 1959, Davis remains a prolific artist in a variety of media. His 
artwork has been exhibited around the world and is found in a number of corporate, 
institutional and private settings, such as the Dayton Art Institute and Olso City Hall in Japan 
and collections of Bill Cosby, Cleo Laine, Nelson Mandela, President George Bush and Ohio 
Sen. Rhine McLin. 
Retired after 38 years as a professor and chair of the art department at Central State 
University, Davis is currently chair of the board of directors of the National Conference of 
Artists and serves as a visiting scholar in the African, African American Studies program at 
Wright State University. In 1993 he helped launch REACH (Realizing Ethnic Awareness and 
Cultural Heritage) Across Dayton. 
Davis is the recipient of numerous awards and grants, and he most recently received the 
Ohioana Library Association's Pegasus Award for outstanding achievements as an artist, 
activist and educator. He was twice named Ohio Art Educator of the Year and served from 
1988 to 1993 as vice chair of the Ohio Arts Council. 
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For media interviews, call Bing Davis at (937) 276-3507. 
